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JAZZ VIOLINIST SONYA ROBINSON
TO PERFORM IN UD' S ARTS SERIES
DAYTON, Ohio -- Sonya Robinson, jazz violinist, will perform
at 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 28, . in the University of Dayton's Kennedy
Union Boll Theatre as part of UD's Arts Series.
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased in advance at the Arts
Series office in Kennedy Union Room 133 or at the door on the
night of the performance.
Robinson, a former Miss Black America, is trained in blues,
jazz and classical violin. Her performance will fuse these
elements, though her music is not "fusion" in the usual sense.
"It's a fusion of sounds, of styles," said Robinson of her
music. "Fusion tends to makes people think of very loud music
and 1.n that sense calling my music fusion would be a misnomer."
Robinson has written over 50 articles for magazines, made
several television appearances, including "Live at Five" on CNN,
and has performed with Johnny Mathis, Red Skeleton and Liberace.
She has also recorded two albums.
"If you have an ear for creativity, listen to Sonya," said
Miles Davis of her album "Sonya," produced by Columbia Records.
"(Her) phrasing and chromatic chords are reminiscent of stuff
Smith and Ray Nance." Robinson has also recorded an album for
Spiral Records in Japan.
-30NOTE TO EDITORS: For media interviews with Sonya Robinson, call
(414) 352-4038. For information about her performance, contact
the Arts Series office at (513) 229-2787.
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"At first, there was a lot of apprehension," says Larry
Jones, vice president of operations for Shopsmith, a Dayton-based
manufacturer of woodworking machinery for the home consumer.
"But we learned that you just have to go and do it. We've been
making continuous improvements. Instead of sitting back and
mapping everything out on paper, we just go and get it done."
After adopting JIT techniques two years ago, Shopsmith
reduced floor space by 60 percent and work-in-process inventory
by 65 percent--while increasing productivity 25 percent. Since
last summer, the company has reduced floor space another 30
percent and sliced its work-in-process inventory in half. "The
difference between a Japanese and a Western approach," Jones
says, "is the speed of implementation."
Tattershall, who hopes to offer future KAIZEN and JIT
workshops in Cleveland, Chicago and Indianapolis and another inplant program in Dayton this summer, claims that American workers
who "love and believe in their country" need not be ashamed about
embracing Japanese manufacturing techniques.
"We don't have to hide our heads in the sand," he says. "We
can adopt their techniques and make them better. KAIZEN is all
about eliminating waste and building teams that solve problems
with common sense. Workers don't have to be rocket scientists to
make it work."
The price for not adopting modern manufacturing methods is
too dear to pay, Tattershall contends. "The Japanese are winning
the game too often," he says. "Until we step up to the plate,
we're not going to be able to take the game back."
-30For media interviews, contact steve Tattershall or Carol Shaw in
the special programs office in UD's School of Engineering at
(513) 229-4653 and Larry Jones, vice president of operations at
Shopsmith Inc., at (513) 898-6070. The KaizenjJIT seminar will
take place Feb. 10-13 at the Drawbridge Estate in Ft. Mitchell,
Ky., outside Cincinnati. The hands-on, how-to factory
intervention workshop will take place July 13-18 at an Ohio
location to be announced.

